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This past year we saw the most unproductive Congress in modern American history finally come to an end, pass-
ing fewer than 250 bills in two years. In just 2012 alone, bipartisan consensus legislation on issues such as
farm programs and violence against women languished and went uncompleted. The House even refused to vote
on needed relief to victims of Hurricane Sandy. Yet, it voted repeatedly to repeal the Affordable Care Act, even
after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on its constitutionality. In the Senate, 115 filibuster threats grounded work
to a near standstill on dozens of issues. All the while, the dysfunction in Congress pushed the nation toward a
false crisis of a fiscal cliff. This act cost taxpayers nearly $19 billion because of avoidable credit downgrades.
The nation deserves better. Voters in the 2012 elections did not reward many proponents of these policies.

In addition to the dysfunction, many in Congress continued to attack our core retiree programs of Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and Medicaid as well as the pro-retiree provisions of the 2010 Affordable Care Act. Many in Con-
gress voted to privatize Medicare and create a voucher-like system in its place. Many, too, voted to turn Medicaid
into a block grant system, which would undercut its ability to provide care for millions of older Americans. Votes
were taken to cut key seniors services such as food and energy assistance.

In contrast, while attacks on core retiree programs continued, many in Congress voted to preserve a tax system
that favors the wealthiest Americans. For more than a decade, the wealthiest Americans have received trillions
in tax breaks while older Americans have seen rising drug, health care, food, and energy costs.

It is up to us to advocate for those issues on which older Americans depend for a respectable quality of life in
retirement.

This Voting Record reflects how committed our elected representatives are to retirees and older Americans.
Use it to educate yourself on where your elected representatives stand. Get active today and help create an Amer-
ica that protects the health and economic security of seniors, strengthens families and builds safe and thriving
communities.
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SENATE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. Senate:

o Fair Taxes |

Senator Reid, D-NV, moved that the Senate limit debate
and vote on a tax bill whereby taxpayers earning more than
$1 million annually would pay a minimum tax of 30%. The
so-called “Buffett Rule” would restore more fairness in the
tax code. The motion failed 51-45. Sixty votes are neces-
sary to invoke cloture. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote.
S. 2230, Roll Call No. 65, April 16, 2012.

e Medicare Privatization

The Senate debated a motion on whether to debate the
House passed Ryan Budget resolution that replaced the
guaranteed benefits of Medicare with a privatized system.
Medicare would be privatized, voucher-like payments would
go to insurance companies and seniors would have signif-
icantly higher out of pocket costs. The motion failed 41-58.
A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H. Con. Res. 112, Roll
Call No. 98, May 16, 2012.

9 Seniors Programs Cuts

The Senate debated a motion on whether to debate a budget
resolution introduced by Sen. Toomey, R-PA. The Toomey
Budget would severely cut programs such as food assis-
tance, repeal parts of the Affordable Care Act, and turn Med-
icaid, on which million of seniors rely on for long term care,
into a block grant program. The motion failed 42-57. A NO
vote is the pro-retiree vote. H. Con. Res. 112, Roll Call No.
99, May 16, 2012.

0 Generic Drug Access

Senator Bingaman, D-NM, introduced an amendment to
a drug company user fee bill that would prohibit brand name
and generic drug companies from entering into agreements
that delay access to generic drugs by the public. Studies
have shown these “pay for delay” agreements create arti-
ficially high drug prices. The amendment failed 28-67. A
YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. 3187, Roll Call No. 105,
May 24, 2012.

(5 ) Drug Reimportation

Senator McCain, R-AZ, introduced an amendment to a
drug company user fee bill that would permit individual
consumers to import Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
approved prescription drugs from Canada. The FDA would
be required to publish the names and websites of approved
Canadian pharmacies. The amendment failed 43-54. A
YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. 3187, Roll Call No. 108,
May 24, 2012.

@ Seniors Nutrition Cuts

Senator Sessions, R-AL, introduced an amendment to a farm
bill that would have reduced eligibility for the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) only to beneficiaries
of other federal and state cash assistance programs. Many
seniors rely on SNAP funds to meet their basic nutritional
needs and would lose benefits. The amendment failed 43-
56. ANO vote is the pro-retiree vote. S.3240, Roll Call No.
127, June 19, 2012.

o Campaign Finance Disclosure

Senator Reid, D-NV, moved that the Senate debate a bill
that would require corporations and groups to disclose inde-
pendent political campaign expenditures and donations
to independent groups in excess of $10,000. The bill would
provide more transparency of spending in elections. The
motion failed 53-45. Sixty votes are necessary to invoke
cloture. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. 3369, Roll Call
No. 180, July 17, 2012.

9 Extend Bush Tax Cuts

Senator McConnell, R-KY, offered an amendment to a tax
bill that would extend the 2001 and 2003 Bush tax cuts,
extend estate tax rates, and extend the alternative minimum
tax for one year. These cuts have primarily benefited only
the wealthiest Americans. The amendment failed 45-54.
A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. 3412, Roll Call No.
183, July 25, 2012.

e Fair Taxes Il

The Senate passed a bill that extended existing tax rates
on incomes below $200,000 for single filers and $250,000
for joint filers. Wealthier Americans would see the Bush tax
cuts repealed and pay higher rates. The new rates bring
more fairness and progressivity to the tax code. The bill
passed 51-48. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. S. 3412,
Roll Call No. 184, July 25, 2012.

@ seniors Programs Funding

The Senate passed a bill that funded the federal government
through March 27, 2013. The bill included increased fund-
ing for most seniors programs such as low income energy
assistance, food assistance and health care programs along
with new funding for disaster relief. The bill passed 62-
30. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.J. Res. 117, Roll
Call No. 199, September 22, 2012.
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HOUSE VOTES

The following is a list of ten key votes selected as representative of the votes
of critical importance to retirees taken by the U.S. House of Representatives:

O cLass Act Repeal

The House passed legislation, introduced by Rep. Bous-
tany, R-LA, to repeal the Community Living Assistance Serv-
ices and Supports (CLASS) Act. The CLASS Act, part of the
2010 Affordable Care Act, included several pro-retiree pro-
visions that would establish a voluntary system to fund long
term supports and services. The bill passed 267-159. A NO
vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R. 1173, Roll Call No. 18,
February 1, 2012.

9 Limit Victims’ Rights

This bill, introduced by Rep. Gingrey, R-GA, would place
national caps on some damages in medical malpractice
cases and create a national 3 year statute of limitations,
overriding many state laws. The bill caps non-economic
awards at $250,000. The legislation is especially unfair to
older Americans, because retirees often have only non-eco-
nomic injuries since they are no longer working. The bill
passed 223-181. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R.
5, Roll Call No. 126, March 22, 2012.

9 Political Ads Disclosure

Rep. Eshoo, D-CA, offered an amendment to a federal com-
munications bill that would require groups sponsoring polit-
ical programming to disclose the names of donors that gave
more than $10,000 to the programming sponsoring group
in an election cycle. Broadcasters would have to make such
disclosures publicly available for inspection. The amend-
ment failed 179-238. A YES vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R.
3309, Roll Call No. 135, March 27, 2012.

0 Medicare Privatization

The House passed a budget resolution, introduced by Rep.
Ryan, R-WI, that replaces the guaranteed benefits of
Medicare with a privatized system. Under the Ryan plan,
Medicare would be privatized, voucher-like payments would
go to insurance companies and seniors would have signif-
icantly higher out of pocket costs. The plan also created a
fast track process for Social Security cuts. The resolution
passed 228-191. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H. Con.
Res. 112, Roll Call No. 151, March 29, 2012.

(5] Legal Services Cuts

Rep. Westmoreland, R-GA, offered an amendment to a
spending bill to reduce funding for the Legal Services Cor-
poration (LSC) by $128 million. Many seniors rely on the
LSC for vital help in areas such as eligibility for benefits and
housing. The amendment failed 165-246. A NO vote is the
pro-retiree vote. H.R. 5326, Roll Call No. 218, May 9, 2012.

@ Senior Programs Cuts

The House passed a bill, introduced by Rep. Ryan, R-WI,
that replaced the 2011 sequester formula of equal domes-
tic and defense cuts with more cuts only to domestic spend-
ing. The bill also would repeal parts of the Affordable Care
Act along with lower spending on many programs vital to
retirees. The bill passed 218-199. A NO vote is the pro-
retiree vote. H.R. 5652, Roll Call No. 247, May 10, 2012.

o Health Care Repeal

The House passed health care reform repeal legislation,
introduced by Rep. Cantor, R-VA. The 2010 Affordable Care
Act included several pro-retiree provisions including the
elimination of co-pays and deductibles for preventive care
screenings and an annual wellness checkup beginning in
2011. The law also included the closing of the Part D dough-
nut hole coverage gap, the phasing out of overpayments
to Medicare Advantage insurance companies, and incen-
tives for employers to maintain early retiree health care cov-
erage. The bill passed 244-185. A NO vote is the pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 6079, Roll Call No. 460, July 11, 2012.

Q Fair Tax Rates

Rep. Levin, D-MI, offered an amendment to a tax bill to
extend existing tax rates on incomes below $200,000 for
single filers and $250,000 for joint filers. Wealthier Amer-
icans would see the Bush tax cuts repealed and pay higher
rates. The amendment failed 170-257. A YES vote is the
pro-retiree vote. H.R. 8, Roll Call No. 543, August 1, 2012.

Q Skewed Tax Rates

The House passed a bill, introduced by Rep. Dreier, R-
CA, that would create a fast track for tax legislation meet-
ing certain criteria. Included among those criteria were
requirements for only two income tax rates of 10% and
25%, a maximum corporate tax rate of 25% and repeal of
the alternative minimum tax. All these provisions skew
the tax code to the benefit of the wealthiest Americans. The
bill passed 232-189. A NO vote is the pro-retiree vote. H.R.
6169, Roll Call No. 552, August 2, 2012.

@ Sequester Replacement

The House passed a bill, introduced by Rep. West, R-FL,
that replaced the 2011 sequestration formula. The bill
included provisions that further decreased domestic spend-
ing while increasing military spending. The legislation also
preserved the Bush tax cuts benefiting the wealthiest Amer-
icans. The bill passed 223-196. A NO vote is the pro-retiree
vote. H.R. 6365, Roll Call No. 577, September 13, 2012.
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